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CTV TORONTO

Lawyers claim new ally in legal aid boycott

Updated: Thu Nov. 19 2009 5:34:20 PM

The Canadian Press

TORONTO — The Association in Defence of the Wrongly Convicted has
thrown its support behind Ontario's legal aid boycott, a move that
shows defence lawyers are right to continue their months-long
protest, the group behind the action said Thursday.

"AIDWYC's participation underlines the point that we have been
making for several months now that a properly funded system for
defence counsel is an insurance policy against the train wrecks known
as wrongful convictions," said Frank Addario, president of the Criminal
Lawyers' Association.

"It should be clear to everyone paying attention that what's at risk
here is that the lawyers who are capable of doing serious cases
involving complex prosecution will not return to the legal aid program
unless the government fixes it."

The non-profit organization advocating for the wrongly convicted is
the latest to join a boycott launched in June by criminal defence
lawyers who said they weren't getting enough money to try large,
complicated trials after years of cuts and freezes under previous
governments.

The protest now includes hundreds of criminal lawyers, who are upset
with the gap between what they are paid through legal aid and what
provincial prosecutors earn.

A former Superior Court justice and the province's Crown attorneys
have also joined the protest, warning that ongoing neglect will do
irreversible damage to the justice system.

While the protest has taken longer than he had hoped, Addario said
he will keep the boycott going until the system is fixed.

In announcing it was joining the protest, the association noted that
one of its main goals as an organization is "the elimination of
conditions that can lead to miscarriages of justice."

"AIDWYC supports this boycott because it sees the serious and
chronic underfunding of the defence of criminal cases as a
contributing factor in wrongful convictions," board co-chair Ralph
Steinberg said in a statement.

"The imbalance in resources between the prosecution and defence in
criminal cases continues to raise the spectre of further mistakes being
made in the criminal justice system, and to deny access to justice for
those without resources."

The province has done all it can to deal with the problem, including
recently providing a funding boost of $150 million over the next four
years despite Ontario's almost $25-billion deficit, said Attorney
General Chris Bentley.

"Some of the lawyers out there may not think it's everything they
want, but in the context of where we're at as a province economically,
I think most others recognize there isn't any more (money)," he said.

Bentley expressed frustration with the ongoing boycott, saying the
province has been working to resolve the issue by providing a funding
increase -- as requested -- and setting up advisory groups to discuss
how it would be spent.

"We're working as hard as we can and Legal Aid Ontario is working as
hard as they can to make sure that the most vulnerable Ontarians
have representation, but it's never an answer to simply say that the
taxpayers of Ontario have to pay people who demand money
whatever they demand," said Bentley.

RELATED STORIES

No more cash for legal aid, Ontario says

Ontario lawyers group to continue legal aid boycott

Critics say frustration growing with legal aid

USER TOOLS

WHAT'S ON

Flashpoint
High risk is their business,
and life-and-death stakes
are their world.

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

8:00pm
CTV Movie: SHREK THE
THIRD
10:00pm
Flashpoint

Detailed Forecast

Partly cloudy
7°C

http://www.ctv.ca/home
http://www.ctv.ca/news
http://www.ctv.ca/canadaam
http://www.ctv.ca/w5
http://www.ctv.ca/weather
http://shows.ctv.ca/video.aspx/
http://www.ctv.ca/sports
http://www.ctv.ca/entertainment
http://www.ctv.ca/programs
http://www.ctv.ca/tvlist
http://autos.ctv.ca/
http://www.ctv.ca/contests
http://toronto.ctv.ca/
http://toronto.ctv.ca/weather
http://toronto.ctv.ca/traffic
http://toronto.ctv.ca/calendar
http://mynews.ctv.ca/?siteT=toronto
http://toronto.ctv.ca/contests/
http://toronto.ctv.ca/lottery
http://toronto.ctv.ca/contactUs
http://toronto.ctv.ca/aboutUs
http://www.ctv.ca/generic/generated/freeheadlines/rdf/TorontoNewHome.xml
http://del.icio.us/post
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20091119/ont_la_091119/20091119/?hub=TorontoNewHome&title=Lawyers%20%20claim%20new%20ally%20in%20legal%20aid%20boycott&bodytext=The%20Association%20in%20Defence%20of%20the%20Wrongly%20Convicted%20has%20thrown%20its%20support%20behind%20Ontario's%20legal%20aid%20boycott,%20a%20move%20that%20shows%20defence%20lawyers%20are%20right%20to%20continue%20their%20months-long%20protest,%20the%20group%20behind%20the%20action%20said%20Thursday.
http://twitter.com/home?status=Currently%20reading%20http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20091119/ont_la_091119/20091119/?hub=TorontoNewHome&title=Lawyers%20%20claim%20new%20ally%20in%20legal%20aid%20boycott&bodytext=The%20Association%20in%20Defence%20of%20the%20Wrongly%20Convicted%20has%20thrown%20its%20support%20behind%20Ontario's%20legal%20aid%20boycott,%20a%20move%20that%20shows%20defence%20lawyers%20are%20right%20to%20continue%20their%20months-long%20protest,%20the%20group%20behind%20the%20action%20said%20Thursday.
http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20091119/ont_la_091119/20091119/?hub=TorontoNewHome#
http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/plocal/CTVNews/20091119/ont_la_091119/20091119/?hub=TorontoNewHome
http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/HTMLTemplate?tf=ctvlocal/story/emailFriend.html&cf=ctvlocal/toronto990.cfg&articleURL=http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20091119/ont_la_091119/20091119/
http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/HTMLTemplate?tf=ctvlocal/story/newsFeedback.html&cf=ctvlocal/toronto990.cfg&date=20091119&slug=ont_la_091119&archive=CTVNews&outputFormat=TextEmailFormat-realtime&brand=generic&articleURL=http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20091119/ont_la_091119/20091119/
http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20090917/ont_la_090917?hub=TorontoNewHome
http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20090908/ont_legaid_090908?hub=TorontoNewHome
http://toronto.ctv.ca/servlet/an/local/CTVNews/20090807/ont_legalaid_090807?hub=TorontoNewHome
http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/show/CTVShows/20071221/home-sniper/20080624/
javascript:clickDay(0)
javascript:clickDay(1)
javascript:clickDay(2)
javascript:clickDay(3)
javascript:clickDay(4)
http://www.ctv.ca/generic/generated/shows/movie.html
http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/show/CTVShows/20071221/home-sniper/20080624/
http://www.ctv.ca/
http://toronto.ctv.ca/weather
http://toronto.ctv.ca/weather

